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OLSO LODGE meets October - April in the
Fellowship Hall at Northminster Presbyterian
Church, 7444 Buckley Road, Syracuse, NY 13212,

Sons of Norway Lodge 3-438

Oslo Lodge Mission Statement
“The mission of Oslo Lodge, Sons of Norway 3-438,
is to promote and preserve the heritage and culture
of Norway and other Nordic Countries.”

From the President's desk

The kids are back in school so now we can get
back to the business of Sons of Norway!

For the people who missed it, we had a very
good time at the St Olaf's Chapel on September
13" The church was full. And, as always the
Brynilsen's had a warm welcome for everyone. The
Rev. Paul Hammond gave the sermon and it was
very inspiring.

We have a very important event scheduled for
October 18th. This event is important to the future
of the lodge! If you can only participate in a few
things this year, then please let this be one of them.
If you know anyone who is of Scandinavian
heritage or just has an interest in Scandinavian
culture, then please invite them.

As always a few people have done a lot of work
for this event to take place, yet the only thing | ask
of you is that you participate. There will be a few
prizes and surprises for everyone who participates
in the membership dinner. Also, | will be going to
the Zone 3 meeting scheduled for Sunday October
25 @ 1:00 PM at LOV and would hope to have a
good report to share with them. So, I look forward
to seeing you all at Central New York Scandinavian
Day on Sunday October 18!

Fraternally,
Bjorn Solli, President
Oslo Lodge 3-438
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EVENTS Calendar

October 9 Celebrate Leif Erikson Day

October 18 Central New York
Scandinavian Day. 1-3 Coffee &
Culture Booths; 3-5 Dinner Program.
Northminster Church, 7444 Buckley
Rd., N. Syracuse, NY. Take a trip
around Scandinavia via the Viking
Passport! Come to the VIKING Butikk
and bring some Nordic experience home
with you.

- 2010 Norwegian/ Swedish Calendars

- Nordic Christmas decorations

- Nordic gifts for children & adults

- Nordic Christmas cards

- Oslo Lodge commemorative mugs

- Assorted Pins & Decals

Members — please send in payment as
your dinner reservation. Dinner
guests are free but must be registered.

November 15 "Prepare a Nordic
Christmas™. Get into the holiday spirit!
Our relaxing social hour begins at 2:00,
with the program at 3:00. Members
Only Business Meeting follows.

December 6 Juletrefest 1-5 pm
Celebrate Jul! Santa Lucia pageant,
Nordic Christmas Songs sung around
the tree, Children’s Story Hour & even a
Julenisse. God Jul!

Zone 4 Scholarship applications are
now available.  Contact any lodge
officer for one. Completed applications
must be postmarked before March 1,
2010. Details are included with the
applications. This is open to any lodge
member or the child or grandchild of a
lodge member.

TUBFR I M - Save canceled stamps
& to benefit Norwegian children/adults
with multiple disabilities. Please give to
Martha Williams at Oslo Lodge!

Central New York Scandinavian Day
A FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT

When was the last time you were with a ship full of
Vikings? Okay, never. However the Central New York
Scandinavian Day is your prime opportunity to spend a
wonderful fall day on dry land with folks dressed in their
Nordic best.

This is the EVENT to bring family & friends who are
not Oslo Lodge members. They’ll love it! Everyone
receives a VIKING PASSPORT and the goal is to visit
each of the sites along the VIKING VOYAGE. 1It’s a
chance to socialize, have some coffee and enjoy the
culture along the Viking Voyage!

And delicious smells will fill the air promising a
hearty dinner to follow! Enjoy good food, great
conversation and an entertaining program, including our
own Ole & Lena sharing some of their anecdotes from
their many years of marriage! There will be something
for everyone!

Whatever you do, don’t miss this event! Mail your
checks to Oslo Lodge, P.O. Box 2290, Liverpool, NY
13089. PLEASE get your tickets as soon as possible
(adults, 16 and over, $15; children, free). We need an
accurate count for the dinner. Remember that your
guests must be registered. If you need emailed
invitations for your dinner guests, then please email
editor@oslolodge.org.

Oslo Lodge Members: If you need Scandinavian Day
event flyers, then please email editor@oslolodge.org.
For an approved written copy to submit to a local
newspaper, then please email editor@oslolodge.org .
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Oslo Lodge members: The following

would appreciate a gift well card...

... Ingrid Foxwell, fighting cancer.

....Rusty Roseen, knee surgery on 10-9.

...Marsha Roseen, hip issues (and
strength for dealing with Rusty!)

Please send a condolence card to ...

... Dick Olsen, who lost his beloved 40
year old son in an accident.

If you need an address, then please
contact any Oslo Lodge Officer or
editor@oslolodge.org.  If you have
some news to share also contact the
editor.  Please feel free to contact
Marsha Roseen who sends out cards
from Oslo Lodge.

Oslo Lodge Ski for Light Update

In the past Oslo Lodge had an active
committee dedicated to raising funds to
benefit persons with vision impairments.
These funds were the result of dedicated
Oslo Lodge members who promoted this
worthy cause via community activities
and involved businesses in fund raising
activities in the Central New York area.
The money raised was used for the Ski
for Light programs including the
orienteering and biking programs. Anne
Larsen was the most recent Treasurer of
this committee. Anne along with her
husband Sarge and other long-time
members worked diligently to raise
these monies. Recently the account was
dissolved and the $2,986.36 was
donated to the North East Pennsylvania
Area Regional Ski for Light (EPARS)
which will make excellent use of the
funds and will help to sponsor persons
with vision challenges and their guides
at LOV. As you may know, Bjorg
Dunlop is the EPARS Treasurer and has
been very active in this endeavor the
world over.  Thanks to Anne & Sarge
Larsen for taking care of this on behalf
of Oslo Lodge and thank you to all the
members who champion this cause.

Oslo Lodge Editor shares another controversy:
Not the typical Columbus versus Erikson debate.

Leif Erikson Day — Icelander or Norwegian

“Yes, Leif was -- so far as is known -- born in
Iceland. (There is uncertainty as to the year of his birth,
and, to a lesser extent, the place.) It is undoubted,
however, that he was the son of Eric Thorvaldson ("Eric
the Red"), a Norwegian, banished from Norway. It
could be said that just as Eric Sevareid was a
Norwegian-American, Leif was a Norwegian-Icelander.
That would be enough to warrant his inclusion on this
website.

It could also be argued, however, that Leif was a
Norwegian who simply happened to live his earliest
years in Iceland. (From a young age, he was a denizen of
Greenland, which his father explored and colonized.)
Iceland was largely settled by Norwegians. In 870,
Norwegian Ing6lfr Arnarson became its first permanent
settler, and others from Norge forayed there. It did
develop a governmental structure -- enough of a one to
banish Eric the Red from the soils of Iceland for three
years (resulting in his move to Greenland). But the
governmental structure Iceland had was merely a
council, the Thingvellir, with no executive powers. It is
debatable whether Iceland at the time of Leif's birth in
about 970 was truly a "nation,” or whether it was more a
Norwegian settlement with a council possessed of
limited governmental powers.

If U.S. astronauts set up a colony of Americans on
Venus, and a child were born there, that child surely
would be regarded as an American, not a Venutian.
Similarly, if the Iceland of 970 is to be viewed as a
sparsely  populated Norwegian settlement  not
constituting a nation, Eric the Red's habitation in that
settlement did not affect an alteration of his status as a
Norwegian. And his son, Leif, acquired that Norwegian
nationality.

Certainly, it must be inferred that Leif felt a sense of
fidelity to the monarchy of Norge; he adhered
unquestioningly to the directive of the king that he
spread Christianity to Greenland. It might thus be
concluded that Leif, son of a Norwegian dwelling in
Iceland when Leif was born, was not a Norwegian-
Icelander but was a Norwegian, whose parents were
simply away from the homeland.”

Captured from the Leif Ericson Website:
http://www.mnc.net/norway/nationality.htm
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Oslo Lodge Members at College

We have several Unge Venner
members away at college and they are
all busy. Mid-term exams are soon, so
they are looking forward to their breaks.
We hope to have some personal updates
from then in the November newsletter.

Oslo Lodge Guests

Paul & Sally Dussere, first time guests
to Oslo Lodge at Land of the Vikings in
August, went on a trip to Holland
September 11-19.  They share the
following from their 5 day bike trip.
“While on the bike trip, our guide
told this story. “On a bike trip | was
leading in Holland we stopped to talk
to a Dutch farmer. The farmer was
bemoaning the fact that he had three
sons but a very small farm to divide
amongst them. A Texan in the bike
group asked how small the farm was.
The farmer answered, "See that
line of trees over there. And see that
dike over there. Those are the
boundaries of my farm."
The Texan said that he also had
three sons but his ranch was large.
"I get up early in the morning; get in
my car and start driving. At noon |
stop for lunch. Then drive until dusk,
at which point | reach one house |
own, where | stay for the night. The
next morning I get up early and drive
all morning. At noon | stop for lunch
and then drive until evening when |
finally reach the end of my ranch.”
The Dutch farmer was quiet for a
minute. Then he said, "Yes, | know
what you mean. . . | had a car like
that once, too."
Thanks Paul for sharing this one!

OSLO LODGE NEWS
OSLO LODGE Vikings on the move...
September 7, 2009

| hope everyone has enjoyed their summer. | had
a wonderful time at the Pederson family reunion in
Minnesota, where | took the opportunity to learn as
much about my maternal grandmother's family as
possible. Ole Pederson, my grandmother's brother,
had 3 sons and 1 daughter. Every two years they
have a big reunion in a Minnesota State Park.

Each family brings items to sell at a silent
auction with proceeds designated for the next
reunion. What a terrific way to reduce expenses!
Some families rent campsites and spend the entire
week together relaxing and enjoying each other's
company. A wonderful way to keep family
connected! I'was the successful bidder on two
silent auction items. One was a little scrapbook of
Ole and his children's homesteads done with a
winter theme. What a treasure! (Later | drove
around to take pictures, and now have a summer
version of those photos to compare with the winter
scenes!) The other auction item was a CD of all
sorts of family history photos from the 1940,
1950's and 1960's plus an entire list of Ole and his
spouses descendents. WOW! Genealogy
information right at my fingertips. Believe me it
isn't always that easy, but it did give me more time
to do other research.

Then, | took a side trip to Galesburg, North
Dakota to visit more relatives. This is where my
grandmother's other brother, Johannes Sveum
settled. While there | took photos of the cemeteries
and the gravestones. | was surprised to find relatives
scattered amongst three different cemeteries in
about a twelve mile radius.

I was so hoping that | would find gravestones of
grandma’s sister Marit Sveum Engen and her family
but that didn't happened. I guess I'll have to go to
the next Pederson reunion in two years!
Fondly, Janet Brown, Membership Secretary
We’d love to hear about your travels! Email us!
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DREAMING of NORWAY?
Sons of Norway International
Trip of a Lifetime Contest

R

From January 1 through December
31, 2009, members who recruit new,
dues-paying Sons of Norway members
will be entered into a drawing to win a
Norwegian Experience of a lifetime for
two. This year’s Norwegian Experience
will be an exclusive Fred Olsen cruise
for two, courtesy of Norton Overseas,
with day excursions and a two-day stay
in Oslo! As always, this trip includes
business class international air travel,
deluxe accommodations, & $500 cash.

Just imagine spending 10 days
cruising up and down the Norwegian
coastline, the breath-taking views and
the opportunity to go on any number of
day excursions, like flight-seeing by
seaplane, or a visit to the renowned
Fjord Center. There are options for
everyone no matter what you like to do!

To enter for a chance at the
Norwegian Experience of a lifetime, just
recruit a new, dues-paying member
between before December 31, 2009. The
more people you recruit, the more
chances you have at winning the contest.

Entering the contest is easy:

1. Recruiters must be current members of Sons of
Norway to be eligible to participate and to win.

2. For each dues paying member recruited, the
recruiter’s name will be automatically entered into the
drawing to win a Norwegian Experience.

Dues paying Unge Venner or members who have
lapsed more than two years and individuals who have
never been members are all eligible candidates for
membership and will qualify the recruiter for the contest.

FALL RECRUITMENT BLITZ

Hilsen from Sons of Norway,

We hope you’re refreshed from the summer
festivities and breaks and ready to gear up to recruit new
members with your lodge. And recruiting for your lodge
this fall can mean winning big —a $500 prize!

Dues-paying new members* recruited between
September 15th and December 15th qualify for this
contest. Lodges will be divided into two categories
based on size. The two lodges—one from the small and
one from the large categories —that see the largest
percentage growth will each win $500 and will be
featured in a spring 2010 Member Matters section.

This is a team effort, so call your lodge vice president
to see what you can do to help plan a member
recruitment event. You can also find ideas in the
members section of www.sonsofnorway.com, including
the contact information for your Financial Benefits
Counselor, who can help with throwing an event.

If you have other questions or want help
brainstorming, contact the Membership Coordinator at
nneuman@sofn.com or (800) 945-8851 x697.

*Applications must be from new dues-paying members
and must be received at Sons of Norway Headquarters
by December 15th. For complete details, please visit
www.sonsofnorway.com and click on Fall Blitz in the
Highlights section.

FALL RECRUITMENT BLITZ
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October 2009

Third District Today

Fra

Presidenten Ralph Peterson

Kjeere Venner,

This is the first time in a long time
that | have written a letter to SON
members while 1 am in Norway. It is
6:30 a.m. and the sun is coming up. |
am sitting in “min svigerinne s@ster
kjekken” looking at a cow pasture on
my right. The sheep and cows will be
showing up shortly and the center of
Oslo is only 20 minutes away.

| just read the Hartford lodge

newsletter and they included a copy of
their bylaws in this edition. | think that
publishing your bylaws on a set
schedule is a great idea.
Many lodges are offering their members
an online copy of their newsletter. It
saves a lot of money and time. Not all
members have access to the internet, but
for many, it is a great option. | receive
many of your newsletters and | am
happy to receive your electronic
editions.

| received several newsletters this

week that contained information about
upcoming bazaars. Please make sure
your event is listed on the District
Website www.sofn3D.org .
The results of the District bowling
tournament are now posted on the web
site (10 teams competed) as well as
pictures from the Maine Nordmenn
Hummer Fest.  The lobsters were
terrific.

This past month we tried to reach
many of our members by email. At least
5-10% of the emails were undeliverable.
If you didn’t get an email stating that the
September D3 newsletter had been
posted we probably didn’t have an email
listing for you or it was listed incorrectly

in the SON data base. If you
were one of those people
please go on line to
www.sofn.com, update your
information or call
headquarters and have it
done.  Many of our lodges
are putting a slate of
candidates together for a fall
election. This is a most
important process. Please
say yes if you are asked to
run for an office. The
number of Financial Benefit
counselors in D3 continues to grow. My last count was
19 FBC’s assigned to the District with more coming.
This is great news.

Our membership numbers so far this year are in step
with the rest of the order, not good. But this is the time
of the year when we add members. Let’s not only add
members but take action to keep those that we have. In
the September Viking, International President Rude
points out some of the challenges we face and the
opportunities we have as our lodges move forward. In
my opinion, the opportunities are greater than the
challenges.

For those of you with internet access please check out
the SON web site www.sonsofnorway.com/retention .
The section contains a lot of good information that
should be discussed and disseminated at your lodge and
board meetings. Our new lodge at New Bern is only 6
members away from the magic number of 40. Let’s see
if we can’t help them along.

The winners of the Hurtigruten raffle are listed on the
web site. We had winners from North Carolina and
Maine. Congratulations and thanks to all of you who
participated in this important fund raiser. Special thanks
to Kris Rasmussen and Rolf Ekloff who worked so hard
to make the raffle work.  Look for more news about a
District 3 July 2010 Hurtigruten trip.

Med Vennlig Hilsen

Ralph Peterson
President District 3
Sons of Norway
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CONTROVERSIAL SPELLING OF
LEIF ERIKSON (Repeated from the
November 2008 TDT)

The “correct” spelling of “Leif
Erikson” has been a debated issue for
many years. As a result, some have
suggested that any spelling is acceptable
so long as Leif gets his rightfully due
publicity. To set the records straight
however, and to suggest that a standard
spelling be used, it would be good to
examine the reasons for the “LEIF
ERIKSON” spelling.

1. The letter “C” is seldom if ever used
in the Old Norse language. Even today,
newspapers of Iceland, where they still
use a modern version Norse, usually
only use the letter “C” when it is
included in foreign words.

2. Since the letter “C” was seldom if
ever used in the Norse Sagas, Leif’s
father’s name was spelled ERIK THE
RED. Since Leif was the son of Erik
(born in Norway), Leif’s last name
became ERIKS’SON, or Erikson.

3. In books, and in newspapers in
Norway, the spelling most commonly
used, is ERIKSON.

4. The spelling usually in Iceland is
Leifur Eiriksson. Since this spelling
would be cumbersome and difficult to
use in America, the traditional spelling
of LEIF ERIKSON was used in all U.S.
Congressional records and is used in the
annual Presidential Leif Erikson Day
Proclamations.

October 2009
Third District Today

Gail Eckloff, Vice President 3rd District

Leif Erikson: Does your lodge celebrate this
historical Norwegian day? Leif Erikson Day was
designated by Act of Congress in a joint resolution
approved on September 2, 1964 (Public Law 88-
566). This resolution established October 9" each
year as "Leif Erikson Day". October 9th was
selected because in 1825 it was the arrival date of
the first Norwegian immigrant ship, the
Restauration, which landed in New York from
Norway. It was thought to be the start of
Norwegian immigration to America. In fact, a
lodge in our District chose its name from it —
Restauration #555 in Wallingford PA!

In 1968 the United States Post Office issued a
commemorative stamp. - | was unaware of the
stamp so | had to share it with you. What else can
we learn about Leif Erikson? Has your Cultural
Director researched the event and prepared a
short report to share with your members; or are
you more creative and plan to put on a skit about
Leif’s travels to Vinland? Do you wear your T-shirt
that states “Leif was here first”?

Let’s hear from all the lodges and see pictures
of how creatively your lodge celebrated LEIF
ERIKSON. And, let’s see who gets them on the
website first!

Alt for denne gangen, Gail



