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Counselor: Fred Watt
counselor@ oslolodge. org

Newsletter: editor@oslolodge.org
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OLSO LODGE LOCATION ....
Oslo Lodge meets Oct.-April in the Fellowship
Hall at Northminster Presbyterian Church,
7444 Buckley Road, Syracuse, NY 13212.

Sons of Norway Lodge 3-438

Oslo Lodge Mission Statement
“The mission of Oslo Lodge, Sons of Norway 3-438,
is to promote and preserve the heritage and culture
of Norway and other Nordic Countries.”

From the desk of Oslo Lodge President:

| just arrived back from a family vacation in
California. When we arrived in Syracuse it was 90
degrees plus! So summer is here, just a little late.

My wife and I also went to the Zone 4 picnic at
Elvedal hosted by Hudson Valley. We had a very
good time and | would like to thank Randi for her
hospitality. We also had a Zone 4 meeting and here
are afew itemsfrom the meeting: The 2010
scholarship dinner-dance will be April 24 at LOV.
The 2010 Memorial service will be hosted by
OSLO Lodge (“yes that is us”) on May 1* and the
2010 Zone 4 picnic will again be hosted by Hudson
Valley on July 24th.

I would like to thank the people that did not stop
thinking about Sons of Norway and the Oslo Lodge
just because July turned around. They (with Karin
again pulling the wagon) have worked on getting a
very good program together for this fall.

| believe that a good program and a lot of
activities will help keep our members active and
also encourage new members to join Oslo Lodge.
But as always we all need to do a little to keep it
going so don't be afraid to call or e-mail me if you
have an idea or you want to get involved in
something.

I hope to see as many as possible at the St Olaf's
Chapel on Sunday September 13th.

Bjorn Solli
President Oslo Lodge 3-438
Syracuse NY


mailto:president@oslolodge.org
mailto:vicepresident@oslolodge.org
mailto:treasurer@oslolodge.org
mailto:secretary@oslolodge.org
mailto:social@oslolodge.org
mailto:cultural@oslolodge.org
mailto:gnwatt@verizon.net
mailto:editor@oslolodge.org
mailto:webmaster@oslolodge.org

Oslo Times Newsletter September 2009
Circulation to a few brave Nordic folks and those who are not afraid of them!

EVENTS.  Calendar
September 13 10am St. Olaf’s Chapel
4th Lake in the beautiful Adirondacks.
The chapel is a seasonal Sunday home
to many vacationing Norwegians, and of
our own Oslo Lodge members, Rev.
Paul Hammond. Lunch at nearby

restaurant. (Directions to the right.)

September 26BunadPattern \Workshop
from 8 am — 5 pm. This bunad pattern
workshop is open to anyone, but you
must pre-register. The $50 fee includes
instruction & help, continental breakfast
& lunch. Please email Oslo Lodge
Cultural Director Karin McCadam
(editor@oslolodge.org) by August 31 or
download the reservation at
www.oslolodge.org

October 18 Central New York
Scandinavian Day. This is the EVENT
to bring family & friends who are not
Oslo Lodge members. They’ll love it
and thank you! Upon entering,
everyone will receive a VIKING
PASSPORT. The goal is to visit each of
the sites along the VIKING VOYAGE,
before dinner begins! Then be
entertained & enjoy delicious food.
There will be something for everyone —
including a Viking Butikk. Hopefully
we’ll have a few new members! Please
register your guests. Guests are free!

November 15  "Preparing a Nordic
Christmas"”. Traditional decorations,
food, and a “Viking Butikk" (boutique).
Our warm and inviting social hour
begins at 2:00, with the program starting
at 3:00. A business meeting follows. Get
into the holiday spirit with the fun folks
at Oslo Lodge!

December 6 Juletrefest — the traditional
Nordic Christmas party, and Oslo Lodge
puts on a great one every year. Please
join us December 6 from 1 'til 5PM for a
Sunday afternoon of God Jul!

September 13" St. Olaf’s Chapel Directions

From South of Adirondacks, take thruway to Utica
Exit; follow Route 12 N and Rt 28 to Old Forge. From
Old Forge: take Route 28 Northbound out of Old
Forge; go through Eagle Bay to Inlet (11.2 miles - 17
minutes). Once in Inlet, watch for South Shore Road,
the first street on the right past the Post Office (on the
right). The intersection is also next to Inlet Department
Store and Kalil's Grocery and the Pizza Place may still
be there. Follow South Shore Road 2.7 miles. On the
right is a sign for Brynilsen’s Camp Monroe Viking
Village & St. Olaf's Chapel is across the road.
Alternate Scenic route: once in Old Forge, turn right on
Crosby Blvd (after hardware store and motel, but before
Water Park). Drive 453 ft and turn left on Park Avenue.
Follow Park Avenue 0.1 mile and turn right on South
Shore Drive. Stay on South Shore Dive for 8.7 miles
until you reach Viking Village (on left) and St. Olaf’s
Chapel (on right). This is a pretty drive with many
curves. Driving time from Old Forge is 22 minutes.

Bunad, Festdrakt, Folkedrakt Pattern Class

COPYRIGHT 1892, UY THE SINGER

Saturday September 26, 2009 8:00 — 5:00 p.m.
Northminster Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall
7444 Buckley Road, North Syracuse, NY 13212
This is a rare opportunity - you will learn to construct a
bunad or folkedrakt to perfectly fit your body. Contact
Karin McCadam (editor@oslolodge.org) before 8/31.
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October Dinner Event

A wonderful fall day. People dressed
in their Nordic best, with friends and
family as guests. Ole & Lena are telling
some tales and everyone is having a
great time as the smell of pork roast and
Sur Kal fills the air. Whatever you do,
don’t miss this event! Mail your checks
to Oslo Lodge, P.O. Box 2290,
Liverpool, NY 13089. PLEASE get
your tickets as soon as possible (adults,
$15; children 6-12, $5; under 6, free).
Then bring invitations with you so you
are always ready to invite a non-member
for free.

Oslo Lodge Members, please note: In
a separate email you will soon receive
Scandinavian Day event flyers. Please
ask permission in your communities
BEFORE you place these in town halls,
community bulletin boards, grocery
stores and other places. Also, if you can
place an announcement in a local
newspaper, then please  email
editor@oslolodge.org for the approved
written copy and it will be sent to you.
Also by Labor Day weekend, you
will receive emailed invitations for your
dinner guests along with ideas of how to
promote Scandinavian Day to your non-
member family and friends. We need to
know how many are coming, so once
you have a commitment from your
guests, you must mail or email the forms
to us. We need an accurate count for the
dinner. (There is a big difference in
expense and preparation for a dinner for
60 versus one for 90!)
Oslo Lodge members please mail
payment for the October 18" dinner
(%15 for adults 16+) as soon as possible
for the lodge members in your family.
Make your checks out to Oslo Lodge
and mail to Oslo Lodge, P.O. Box
2290, Liverpool, NY 13089. Thank
you! Remember guests are free but
must be registered. Look for your
guest invitations via email Labor Day
weekend.

Central New York
SCANDINAVIAN DAY

Sponsored by Oslo Lodge 3-438, Sons of Norway

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT
Sunday October 18, 2009
Northminster Church - Fellowship Hall
7444 Buckley Rd
North Syracuse, NY

17 3pm Social Hour & Culture Booths*
37 5pm Dinner & Program **

* Take a trip around Scandinavia via the Viking
Passport! Be certain to visit the VIKING Butikk -
bring a piece of the Nordic experience home with you.
There will be the 2010 Calendars, Norsk & Svensk to
order; Nordic Christmas décor, cards; books, pins &
decals; Oslo Lodge mugs; & much more.

** Reservations required.

The goal of Oslo Lodge is to preserve the wonderful
NORDIC heritage we share while maintaining our
unique cultural identities. Whether Swedish, Danish,
Finnish, Icelandic or Norwegian, all contribute to the
fabric of Oslo Lodge. You do not need to have
Nordic heritage to belong, just an interest in the
culture of the Nordic countries! Activities are geared
for all ages and children are always welcome.
Whatever your age, we hope you will always feel you
are with family when at Oslo Lodge!

Are there benefits in belonging to OSLO LODGE?
According to a few members, “if you have to ask, then
you have not met us yet!” So come to one of the events
and judge for yourself!
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OSLO LODGE NEWS!

OSLO LODGE Vikings on the move...
Monday July 27" 4:30 a.m.
Greetings from Oklahoma....

We've taken a bit of a vacation for
family knee replacements, weddings,
and graduations. Joyous occasions all.
Jannie has been hitting the quilt shops
from Elk Horn, lowa to Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. We visited the Danish
Immigrant Museum in Elk Horn, by
sheer luck when | took a back road into
town as | used to take when | was a
teen. The museum has a nice exhibit
and currently displaying the Victor
Borges exhibit. Very interesting.

We visited the Omaha Henry Dooley
Zoo and the Oklahoma City Federal
Building Bombing Memorial and
Museum. We attended the Women's
World Cup Softball Championship
Game between the USA and Australia in
Oklahoma City. The final stop was the
Tulsa Aquarium. We departed Tulsa at
4:00 am Sunday morning and just
arrived home  after  bypassing
Indianapolis due to the race there
Sunday. Had to jaunt through Chicago
and its myriad of construction projects.
Added 3 hours to the trip. Time for a
nap then off to work.

Cheers,
Frank DeWees, Oslo Lodge member

Sunday Aug. 9, 2009
Heil

We are vacationing in the San
Francisco Bay area for 10 days. We are
staying down by the Fishermen’s’
Wharf area for the first 4 days and will
be driving down the coast line later on.
So far it's been beautiful and we hope it
will stay like this.

Bjorn Solli, Oslo Lodge President &
family

We’d love to hear from you about
your recent travels! Email us!

LAND OF THE VIKINGS News
) it k- s

o O

Saturday August 22"  This Viking Ship was
teeming with rowdy Viking boys (5 of them ages 7 -12)
this past Saturday. Although games were all scheduled,
none were played as these boys had so much fun just
being Vikings. Afterwards they cooled off in the pool
and then went back to rowdy fun again! So we decided
to put aside the games and not disturb them! Speaking
of activities, these were scheduled for adults, but again,
none were needed. LOV supplies a wonderful venue so
making new friends and conversation is easy!

We had 5 new people join us for their first official
event as new members: Janet & Elsie as auxiliary
members; and, Nina and her sons Aaron (Unge Venner
Member - young friends’ membership) off to Luther
College this week, and Kristian, 12 (Heritage Member).

We also had 10 first time visitors to Oslo Lodge:
Hana & her son, 9; Paul & Sally who brought their
friends Paul & Vivian who brought their son Christopher
& his wife Magdalena who brought their sons, 7 & 12.

Whenever Vikings get together there usually is an
international event — and we had one, of sorts! Hana &
Magdalena (both invited by totally unrelated people who
didn’t know each other) are both from the Czech
Republic! It was a “fin overraskelse” - fine surprise!

Although most Oslo Lodge members and visitors
came just for picnic, Martha Williams along with family
and friends were there for the weekend. Martha is
passionate that we in Sons of Norway, especially
within 6 hours driving distance, support LOV by
choosing it for weekends away from home. In that
spirit, Oslo Lodge, a small but growing lodge, has
scheduled a weekend at LOV for August 2010. Now
Oslo Lodge is throwing down the gauntlet (hanske) to all
the lodges, big & small, in the Third District — “If your
lodge has not used LOV recently, please commit to a
lodge event, weekend, or share a weekend with another
lodge. LOV is a cultural gem! Come folk dance, learn
to Rosemal. Come hike, canoe, ski, fish or hunt. At the
end of the day, relax by the fire. Let’s support LOV!”
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Planning your Dream Trip!

Support the Third District Raffle
(and have a chance at a free trip). And
when you sponsor a new member, you
are entered into the Sons of Norway
International Trip of a Lifetime! And if
all else fails, how about signing up for
an Oslo Lodge trip to Norway — you’ll
have to “spar penge” (save your money)
but it will be worth it!

Third District Raffle Tickets
Tickets are available but the raffle ends
soon! Contact Bjorn asap so he can get
all entries down to Land of the Vikings
for the drawing on September 5™ We’d
love you to win the trip for 2!

TUBFRIM

PLEASE save canceled stamps for
TUBFRIM and bring them next time.
For every pound of stamps we mail in,
we gain one entry for Oslo Lodge into a
third drawing for 2 tickets to Norway!
Please give your stamps to Martha
Williams. The reward: the knowledge
that we’re helping Norwegian children
and adults with multiple disabilities to
have an improved quality of life!

College Bound Oslo Lodge Members

We are beginning a new feature in our newsletter.
We have several members we are now college students.
Each month we will feature at least one of them. We
begin with Sallie Steiner, who is a 2009 Zone 4
Scholarship winner. Following Sallie’s news is the news
about the 2010 Scholarship application process. Enjoy!

From the college desk of Sallie Steiner:

“I'm very excited about Concordia! I'm between three
majors right now, philosophy, Scandinavian studies, and
global studies, and intend to take classes in all three this
year to figure out which one | am most interested in.
Under the global studies program, there are multiple
"tracks", one of them being Culture and Regional
Studies with a concentration in a particular global region
(European, Latin American, Asian, Russian/Slavic, and
Scandinavian), so right now I'm think of doing the
Global Studies: Cultural and Regional Studies with a
concentration in Scandinavia and either a minor or a
double major in Philosophy. | figure that'll give a
broader, more global spin/perspective on the
Scandinavian region than just majoring in Scandinavian
studies or Norwegian would. And | just like Philosophy
and find it very useful, so there's that.” Although Sallie
can carry on a conversation in Norwegian, since she has
never taken a formal class, she will take a beginning
Norwegian class which will provide the additional
structure and knowledge base, but she says “I don't
mind. Having one class that's kind of a review will make
my first semester a lot less stressful!”

Zone 4 Scholarship Applications

The 2010 Zone 4 Scholarship applications will be mailed
to lodge representatives by October 1. Completed
applications must be postmarked before March 1, 2010.
All the details will be included with the applications.

Zone 4 Scholarship Raffle Tickets

Zone 4 Scholarship Raffle Tickets will be available by
October. Monies collected go directly to scholarships.
The winning raffle tickets prizes are as follows: 1% - a
weekend for two at LOV; 2™ - $200; and, 3" - $100.

Publicity Coordinator needed — contact Jim Dunagan
or Karin McCadam.
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The Hurtigruten Raffle

Norway: When in Norway, do as the
Norwegians do — travel the coast of
Norway! Hurtigruten‘s Theme Cruises
explore Norwegian heritage, history,
music, gastronomy, and national
costume which puts the cultural spin on
the classic Norwegian Coastal Voyage.
Learn to cook and drink the Norwegian
way with a celebrity chef. Pick up a
traditional instrument, or the steps to a
regional dance, on a folk music cruise.
Educate your inner clothes-horse about
bunads! Experience Norway at sea.

Sons of Norway International
Trip of a Lifetime Contest

Sons of Norway and Borton
Overseas are bringing back the exciting
membership recruitment contest. From
January 1st,2009 and running through
the end of the year, Sons of Norway and
Borton Overseas are sponsoring the
Norwegian  Experience recruitment
contest.

From January 1 through December
31, 2009, members who recruit new,
dues-paying Sons of Norway members
will be entered into a drawing to win a
Norwegian Experience of a lifetime for
two. This year’s Norwegian Experience
will be an exclusive Fred Olsen cruise
for two, courtesy of Norton Overseas,
with day excursions and a two-day stay
in Oslo! As always, this trip includes
business class international air travel,
deluxe accommodations, & $500 cash.

Just imagine spending 10 days cruising up and down
the Norwegian coastline, the breath-taking views and the
opportunity to go on any number of day excursions, like
flight-seeing by seaplane, or a visit to the renowned
Fjord Center. There are options for everyone no matter
what you like to do!

To enter for a chance at the Norwegian Experience of
a lifetime, all you have to do is recruit a new, dues-
paying member between January 1 and December 31,
2009. And don’t forget: the more people you recruit, the
more chances you have at winning the contest.

Entering the contest is easy:

1 Recruiters must be current members of Sons of
Norway to be eligible to participate and to win.

1 For each dues paying member recruited, the
recruiter’s name will be automatically entered
into the drawing to win a Norwegian
Experience.

Dues paying Unge Venner, or members who have
lapsed more than two years and individuals who have
never been members are all eligible candidates for
membership and will qualify the recruiter for the contest.
Heritage members, dues exempt (family) Unge Venner.

Learn more about Sons of Norway discounts. Go to
www.sofn.com & find the Travel Section. Members
receive a 10% discount on any published Icelandair
airfare! Enjoy a 5% Sons of Norway member discount
when you book your qualifying inclusive tour package
with Borton Overseas! Up to 15 percent off your stay
at any Best Western hotel in the U.S. or abroad. Up to
20 percent off Avis car rental at participating locations.

Benevolence Made Easy — Pass the Piggy.

Phss THe Pfaay/

Have you fed your piggy today?
All proceeds help fund grants and scholorships
through Sons of Norway Foundation.

e

Celebrating culture.” Expanding horizons,

For more information, visit www.sonsofnorway.com/foundation or call 1-800-945-8851

“Pass the Piggy” funds are for the benefit of
Sons of Norway members across North America
who have experienced natural disasters or other
traumatic events. It is another example of true
fraternalism!
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& September 2009
i Third District Today
Fra
Presidenten Ralph Peterson

Kjeere Venner,

Well time does fly. I can’t believe that
summer has come and gone. When |
was attending grade school, summer just
shot by. When | was a parent with
children in school, summer was very
long and now, well I must be getting
younger because summer has again shot

by.

My congratulations and thanks to Maine
Nordmenn for hosting their Hummer
Fest and a special thanks to Charlie and
Sally Abrahamson for their efforts in
hosting the event. There were 16 lodges
represented in Maine to help put away
the 150 lobsters that were available. It
was a great event and it was fraternalism
at its best. Put it on your schedule for
next year.

There were a lot of great events in D3
this summer and more are scheduled for
this fall. We have regattas, bazaars,
anniversaries, special meetings, cultural
events and more coming up. Check out
the District web site for the schedule:
http://www.3dsofn.org/eventscalendar
Remember to post your events on the
web site and send your event pictures in
to be posted on the web.

Hats are off to the Nansen Lodge for a
great membership month in June. They
signed up 10 new members. That is a
great membership month anytime and
for June, that is a real accomplishment.
Keep it up!!!! There was a great story
about Gateway to Florida in the last
Viking. Please read it if you haven’t
done so already. I can’t say enough
good things about that active lodge and
its leaders. We will be putting the status
of our District 2009 goals onto the web
site. One goal where we are ahead of

schedule is in signing up new benefits members. Our
goal was to sign up 75

new members and as of
July 31 we had 42 new
benefit members. If we
keep up our pace we will
exceed this goal. This
goal is being helped
because of the additional
Financial Benefits
Counselors assigned to
our District.  For full
details on the goals and
to get a list of our
Financial Benefits Coun-
selors, please see the
website: www.3dsofn.org

Sons of Norway CEO John Lund retired on July 31.
John is a long time SON member and has faithfully
served the order for many years. John will be sorely
missed and we wish him well in his retirement. The
International Executive Board has started a search for a
replacement CEO. Fraternal Director Eivind Heiberg
has been named interim CEO, we wish him well in his
new position and he has our unwavering support.

I have received several emails from members who sailed
on the Hurtigruten’s Norway Coast Cruise this summer.
They were all glowing reports and 4 of our members,
who will be recipients of the winning tickets from our
raffle, will be making the same cruise shortly. The two
winning tickets will be drawn at LOV September 5. The
results will be posted on http://www.3dsofn.org .

As we enter the fall season we need to increase our
membership efforts. The SON is facing a decline in
membership across the board. In D3 we have had fewer
members joining this year than last year and we have
had more local lodge members leave voluntarily this
year than last year at this time. A bright spot in the big
picture is that we have had fewer 999 members leaving
voluntarily than at this time last year. In both groups
the number is still way to high. We need to be
communicating more with our present members.
Contact them and invite them to a meeting or a function.
At the Atlanta lodge charter presentation we were
introduced to a member who joined 2 years ago but had
not attended a meeting. The membership committee
sent him a hand written note inviting him to attend that
meeting. He told me that when he received the hand
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written note he felt that he had to attend.
He had a great time and | am sure he
will be back for more meetings.

Whatever it takes, we need to keep our
current members in the order. Let’s get
our membership committees working
and let’s help our membership
committees do their job by looking for
new members and communicating with
our current members. | am convinced
that we can recruit enough new
members to grow; we just need to keep
our current members on board.

I am very pleased with the number of
visitors to our new web site. We had
over 65 visits a day in June and 55 in
July. The most visited pages tend to be
the District and LOV events pages. In
June the most visited page was the
newsletter and | believe that was
because we sent an email notice to
Lodges 999/000 advising them that the
newsletter was posted. The newsletter is
normally posted the first week in the
month so look for it.

I am excited about the fall and the great
opportunities that we have to meet each
other grow our lodges and have fun
together. | am looking forward to the
many great activities that we will have
in District Three and | hope that you
will take part in as many of these lodge
functions as possible. Hopefully | can
meet you at some of these functions.
One event that 1 am really looking
forward to (and it is out of the country)
is the 25™ anniversary of Eidvsoll 8-9
which will be held in Eidvsoll, NO 11-
13 September. Eidvsoll is at the foot of
the valley that my mother’s parents
came from and part of AnneGrete’s
family came from the next valley so it
will be a homecoming for both of us.

Fraternally
Ralph Peterson, President 3" District
Sons of Norway

September 2009
Third District Today
Fra Vise ‘
Presidenten
Gail Ekloff

September — time to prepare
your Nominating Committee
so that in November, when
your elections take place, you
have a full slate of officers.
Post the positions with a brief
description of what duties each
officer has; new and veteran members will know how to
fulfill the office.

Fall is a busy time of year for most lodges with
Fair/Bazaars & Julefest in the making. Have
membership information displayed at these events. Ask
you financial advisor to attend; have him/her available to
answer any questions prospective members might have
on the benefits that Sons of Norway has to offer.
Contact members who haven’t attended meetings
recently to come to a social event; reach out to 000-999
members in your area, invite them to visit your lodge.

Advertise your event in your local newspaper. Contact
them about writing an article on things your lodge is
doing; does your choir sing in a nursing home?: do you
support a local neighborhood pantry with a food drive?:
tell them about the school your lodge has adopted and
what you do there (read stories; help kids with school
work): show how Sons of Norway members participate
in the nurturing of the community.

The Third District Membership Committee will be
bringing great information to the District by year’s end
— so all the lodges and newly elected officers will have
ideas and suggestions for membership growth and
retention.

Alt for denne gangen,
Gail

Gail Eckloff, Vice President 3rd District
Sons of Norway



